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chairman of trustees

REPORT

The affairs of the Foundation have progressed steadily over the year despite a major
setback when the founding chairperson, Richard Hall, needed to resign due to il
health. Richard played a major role in guiding the Foundation from its inception
and his presence is sorely missed.

Undoubtedly the major event of the year was the formal acquisition of both Rewanui
and the Trimble forest at Miki Miki. While the Foundation was formed to make use

of the income from trees planted in the Trimble Forest, ownership of the land remained
with the Masterton District Council. After much discussion of the legal issues involved
the land was fransferred to the Foundation in April 2005. The purchase of Rewanui
from the District Council was reported in the 2004 report but the transfer of land did
not occur until July.

The 2004 local body elections held in October of that year caused quite a disruption
in the activities of the Foundation because of the uncertainties inevitably associated
with elections and the belated appointment of the District Council representatives
following the election. The Foundation members at the end of June 2005 are:

e |an Campbell (Chair)

e Roddy McKenzie (District Council appointee)
e Steve Blakemore (District Council appointee)
e Liz Waddington

e Judith Callaghan

e Mike Wyeth

The Guardian Trustee position held by Richard Hall is yet to be filled.



The trustees have spent considerable time and effort establishing policies and gathering ideas,
particularly in respect of development on Rewanui. In Feburary 2005 a full days brainstorming
session was held that proved very useful in clarifying members ideas and establishing common
visions. A field trip was held to the Wellington Regional parks at Battle Hill and Kaitoke. The
Battle Hill visit was very useful in seeing how farming operations can be combined with public
access. ldeas gained there have been incorporated info grazing arrangements for Rewanui.
Tony Silbury from DOC, James Lambie from the Regional Council, Gareth Winter from the
Wairarapa Archives and David Marsh from the QE2 trust have all spoken to meetings and their
input is greatly appreciated.

Following a call for tenders the firm of Forest and Woodlot Consultants has been appointed to
survey the commercial forests and oversee future development of them.

A mutually safisfactory arrangement has been reached with Mike and Lesley Hodgins of Tinui
for the continued grazing of the pasture areas on Rewanui. The agreement takes the form
of a grazing licence rather than a lease and makes provision for public access as long as it
does not interfere with normal farming practices. The payments for the grazing licence are
less than what could expected for a lease to compensate for the restrictions imposed on
farming by public access.

The members of the Foundation have met monthly in the Trust Lands Trust building in Queen
Street. A decision was made that members of the public are welcome to attend meetings
and conseguently the meetings have been advertised and people have attended as observers.
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